
PTSO Meeting  

MINUTES OCTOBER 13, 2015 
7:00 PM 

 
FRANKLIN H.S. 

 LIBRARY 
 

MEETING CALLED 
BY 

Linda Darby @7:02 PM 

FRANKIN H.S. 
ADMINISTRATORS / 
TEACHERS IN 
ATTENDANCE 

Dr. Thomas DiGanci (FHS Interim Principal) 
Mr. Frank Chmiel (FHS Vice Principal)  
Ms. Donna Karas (Director of Guidance) 
Karen Trautmann (PTSO Teacher Liaison) 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
OFFICERS IN 
ATTENDANCE 

Linda Darby (Co-President) 
John Felix (Co-President) 
Kai Leung (Membership Coordinator) 
Connie Williams (Treasurer) 
Vanessa Flewellen (Secretary) 

Agenda topics 

7:02 WELCOME  

 
 

7:02 – 7:20 TREASURER’S REPORT CONNIE WILLIAMS 

 

DISCUSSION  

- Ending Balance $2,058.05 
- Membership / Donations $615.00 
- Net Balance $1,412.54 

 

 
  
                                            SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES                                               VANESSA FLEWELLEN 

 

DISCUSSION  

- Reviewed minutes from the September Meeting 
- Motion to accept minutes:  Dana Karas 
- Seconded by:  Vicki Anderson 

 

 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

 
KAI LEUNG 

 

DISCUSSION  

- 58 Members (48 parents / 10 staff) 

 
 
                                              PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL REPORT                                                JOHN FELIX 
 

DISCUSSION  

- Upcoming BOE Elections, November 3rd 
- Council requested to have PTO / PTSO throughout district spread the word regarding Candidates Night on 

October 26th at 7pm at Franklin Middle School 
- There are 5 candidates and John has requested bios which will be circulated once all have been received  
- Bi-laws finalized for council 
- Website will go public soon (links to other schools will be available) 
- Council is working with the Superintendent on District Showcase for December 5 th 

 

 
 

        



7:30 – 7:55 GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT MS. DANA KARAS 
 

 DISCUSSION  

- Supervisor for Guidance K-12 / Director of Guidance – Franklin High School 
- The new PSAT will be administered on Oct 14 th to 2126 students 
- 9th graders will take a free practice PSAT administered by Kaplan; scores will be mailed within 2 weeks  
- 10th and 11th graders will take the official PSAT; qualifier for the National Merit Scholarship for Juniors 
- 12th graders will take the ASVAB Test (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) 
- The results from the PSAT will arrive around December; Score Distribution and Score Review will take p lace on 

December 9th  
- Scores from the PARCC have not yet been recorded 
- The top 10% of the senior class is calculated based upon the weighted GPA and is calculated at the end of the 

school year 
 

IMPORTANT 
EVENTS 

 

- Senior / College & Career Workshops 
- Senior Parent Night (significant increase in parental involvement) 
- PSAT Score Distribution 
- Financial Aid Evening for Seniors 
- Scheduling Process 
- Events for 11th and 12th graders 

 
 
 

7:55 – 8:10    PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
DR. DIGANCI 

 

  

DISCUSSION  

- Homecoming Game October 23rd vs Bridgewater 
- Homecoming  Dance October 30th (fundraiser for the Junior Class) 
- October 21 -23 (half days for Parent Teacher Conferences) 
- Ms. Mary Ginsburg (DiGanci’s Administrative Assistant) accepted a new position; Ms. Kim Stephenson is the  

interim 
 

 
                                                TEACHER LIAISON REPORT                                             MRS. KAREN TRAUTMANN 

 

DISCUSSION  

- Teacher In Service Day on October 12th – morning workshops on SGO’s (Student Growth Objectives) and various 
topics for afternoon workshops 

 

 
                                                VICE PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS                                                   MR. FRANK CHMIEL 

 

DISCUSSION  

- Thank you to PTSO for support with clubs (ie: banking needs such as depositing funds and issuing checks)  
- Chess Club – PTSO assisted with purchase of chess boards 
- Stipends / official budgets are recommended for clubs that have been in session for 2 -3 years 
 

 

 
 
8:10 – 8:34 

OPEN DISCUSSION VARIOUS 

 

DISCUSSION  

- Membership voted to approve PTSO funds for new Chess Club; motion by Vicki Anderson and seconded by 
Vanessa Flewellen 

- Chinese Club had issues with participation therefore a resolution was made by the Board to cancel the club; 
$33.08 balance remains 



- Franklin Township Youth Council Trunk or Treat, October 31st from 1pm to 3pm at the Municipal Building; request 
for participation from all PTO’s / PTSO’s; no interest from FHS PTSO  

- FHS Clubs Safe Halloween Event will take place on October 29th; PTSO normally donates $50.00 to purchase 
candy for the event; motion by Karen Trautmann, seconded by Vicki Anderson 

- Back to School Night:  Dr. DiGanci noted that we did not have signs indicating the absent teachers; this will be 
present at the next Back to School Night 

 
 
 

OBSERVERS See attendance list 

SPECIAL NOTES Meeting adjourned at 8:34 PM (Motion by Connie Williams) 

 


